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FROM THE RENAISSANCE TO THE ENLIGHTENMENT
The English Renaissance, New Learning, Universal Order, the Tudors and the Stuarts, the Civil War, the Puritans.

the Metaphysical Poem, theatre as the mirror of life, the influence of Medieval tradition. The structure of theatres, differences with the modern theatre, the actors. The development of Drama. Early Tudors, Elizabeth I, the Globe.
Features of a dramatic text, structure of playhouses. 
William Shakespeare: life and works

The poet and the sonnets. The themes and addresses, style: ‘Shall I compare thee’, ‘My mistress’ eyes’.

The dramatist and the plays: dating, characters, stage directions, double illusion, variety of style, imagery, plots.
Romeo and Juliet, the tragedy of communication, love as light: ‘The Masque’, ‘The Balcony scene’, 
The Merchant of Venice, Jews versus Christians: ‘Three Thousand Ducats’, ‘Hath not a Jew eyes?’, 
Hamlet, plot, setting, the character of Hamlet, themes, structure, the tragedy of revenge, ‘To be or not to be’

Othello, the tragedy of dramatic tension, plot, source and setting, characters, themes, style. 

‘Eros and Thanatos’

THE PURITAN AGE, THE CIVIL WAR AND THE COMMONWEALTH
Metaphysical poetry.
John Donne, unconventional poetry, sensual and spiritual imagery, ‘Batter my heart’, 'No man is an island'.
John Milton, life and works. Paradise Lost, story, setting, a religious epic poem, themes and characters, style. Satan in Dante and Milton. ‘Satan’s speech’.
THE AUGUSTAN AGE
Augustan Literature, historical background, social criticism, the coffee houses, the rise of journalism, reason and common sense. The rise of the novel: 
Daniel Defoe, the individual and the society. Robinson Crusoe and the new middle-class hero: ‘Evil vs good’, ‘Man Friday’.
Jonathan Swift, an Irish hero, a controversial writer, ‘The inventory’
THE ROMANTIC AGE

Britain and America, the Industrial Revolution, the French Revolution, riots and reforms.
A new sensibility, a new concept of nature, the sublime. 

Early Romantic poetry, Graveyard poetry, the Gothic novel, horror and terror, ‘Dracula’, origins, plot and themes.

The Romantic poetry, Romantic imagination, the figure of child, the importance of individual, the cult of exotic, the view of nature, poetic technique, two generations of poets, man and nature.
William Blake, life and works, ‘Songs of Innocence’ and ‘Songs of Experience, the complementary opposites, imagination and the poet.
Presentazione Educazione Civica, Agenda 2030, obiettivo 8, come da indicazioni su Classroom.
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