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Testi in adozione: Performer Heritage, volume 1, Marina Spiazzi e Marina Tavella, Zanichelli.
LITERATURE:
Poetry as a literary genre, basic structural units, common types of stanzas, the main kinds of poetry, how to read a poetic text, structure and style, sound, tone, language, imagery, theme and message, sound devices, poetic imagery, definition of drama and fiction.
THE ORIGINS and the Making of the Nation
The Pre-Celtic Britain, Celtic Britain, their priests, Stonehenge, the Romans, the Roman culture, the Anglo-Saxon England, their society, the conversion to Christianity, the Vikings and the end of Anglo Saxon England, the importance of King Alfred, freedom and loyalty, poems and chronicles.

The epic poem, Beowulf:

Beowulf and Grendel, the fight, Beowulf prepares to fight Grendel’s mother, ‘Beowulf’s funeral’.
The pagan elegy: 
‘The wanderer’
THE MIDDLE AGES
The Norman conquest and feudalism, Henry II, reforms and Thomas Becket, Kings, Magna Carta and Parliament, the social change in the 14th century, the desire to reveal.
The Medieval Ballad: Lord Randal, Elfin knight, Geordie. The ballad and social criticism.
The Medieval Narrative Poem: 
‘When in April the sweet showers fall’.
Geoffrey Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales: realism and allegory, the General Prologue, structure and characters:
‘The Prioress’, ‘The Merchant’
The Medieval drama, the Miracle Plays and the Morality plays: 
Everyman, 'The Last journey
FROM THE RENAISSANCE TO THE ENLIGHTENMENT
The English Renaissance, New Learning, Universal Order.

Theatre as the mirror of life, the influence of Medieval tradition. The structure of theatres, differences with the modern theatre, the actors. The development of Drama. 

Early Tudors, The Tudor dynasty, Henry VII, Henry VIII, The Reformation, Elizabeth I .

Features of a dramatic text, structure of playhouses, The Globe.

William Shakespeare: life and works

The poet and the sonnets. The themes and addresses, style: ‘Shall I compare thee’, ‘My mistress’ eyes’, ‘Like as the waves’
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